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Dear Parents and Community Members: 
  
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information 
on the 2017-18 educational progress for Southside School. The AER addresses the complex reporting 
information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student 
assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. If you have any questions about the AER, please contact 
Paula Hopkins for assistance. 
  
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
http://bit.ly/2W5CHWS or you may review a copy in the main office at your child’s school. 
  
For the 2017-18 school year, schools were identified using new definitions and labels as required in the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  A Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is one that has 
at least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) school is one 
that has three or more underperforming student subgroups. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
(CSI) school is one whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state.  Some schools are 
not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no label is given. 
 
Our school has not been given one of these labels 
 
Our focused work with Data Teams (PLC), Marzano Instructional Model, Reading, Math, Technology, 
and PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports) attribute to closing the achievement gap.  The 
building’s focus on regular attendance and the use of data from formative assessments that provide us 
the knowledge of the factors that made a positive impact on student achievement. 
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State law requires that we also report additional information.  
 

PUPIL ASSIGNMENT  
Students are referred based on a specific criteria.  

 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
The 3-5 year School Improvement Plan can be found on our website as well as in the school office. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF SCHOOL 
Southside Schools is a center-based school serving all of Berrien County, including two programs for 
low incidence special needs students, and students who are not achieving primarily due to an inability to 
control their behavior. 

 
ACCESS TO CORE CURRICULUM 
As mandated by the State of Michigan, Niles Community Schools has developed a core curriculum at all 
school levels. Outcomes to be achieved by all students have been defined based upon the district’s 
educational mission, student performance objectives, and the Michigan Common Core State Standards 
for K-12 students. Copies of core curriculum are available at all buildings and at the district office. As 
part of the Certificate of Employability guidelines, Southside School has adopted the Life Centered 
Education Curriculum (LCE). 
 
AGGREGATE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DATA 
Southside School does not have enough NWEA data to report with validity or reliability.  We monitor 
students’s progress on an individual basis. 
 
Parent Teacher Conference Data 
Conference attendance in the fall equaled 100%.  Conference attendance in the spring equaled 97%. 
Conference attendance for the past 2 years has consistently averaged in the upper 90% range. 
 
 
Additional Information for Southside School  
a. THE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF POSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENTS - 0 
b. THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE EQUIVALENT COURSES OFFERED (AP/IB) - 0 
c. THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN COLLEGE  

EQUIVALENT COURSES (AP/IB) - 0 
d. THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS RECEIVING A SCORE LEADING TO  

COLLEGE CREDIT - 0 
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Southside School has a focus on not only the education of the students who attend here but on the 
community which the students live.  Throughout the year the students participate in community based 
activities, some are held at Southside while others are not.  
 
The Southside staff along with the Southside parents, continually provide support for educating 
Southside students.  The success of each student is a testament to that continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Paula Hopkins, Principal 
 
 
 

 


